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NEWSLETTER NO. 11 – JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2004 

Dear members and friends, 
 
FoSA is off to a good start this year, with a jam-packed newsletter, loaded with interesting goodies. 
We’re starting with an introduction of the FoSA president, vice-president, board members and 
secretary, all of whom comprise the FoSA Board. This was actually an idea proposed by Petra, 
one of our FoSA members, who mentioned it in the survey/questionnaire that we sent out with the 
September newsletter. We’d still like to hear from the rest of you, so please send us your 
questionnaires. And as proof that we listen, here goes: 

 1. INTRODUCTION OF THE FOSA BOARD 

The following people comprise the FoSA Board, (listed alphabetically): Robert Brooks, Terry 
Buchmann, Lydia Dyk, Wilma Kapfer, Rina Loader, Rebecca Meister and Marie-Louise 
Weissenböck. 
 

 

 
Robert Brooks 

 
Terry Buchmann 

 
Lydia Dyk Wilma Kapfer 

 

 
Rina Loader 

 
Rebecca Meister 

 
Marie-Louise Weissenböck 

 
We asked the Board a few questions, by way of introduction. Read what they had to say on the 
following pages.  
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Name: Robert Brooks 
 
Nationality and country/place of birth: Austrian passport, born in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 
 
What brought you to Austria? 
I won a singing competition in South Africa. The first prize was a summer course at the Mozarteum 
in Salzburg. I decided to stay in Austria to study music. 
 
What is your role in FoSA? 
Currently, I am the President 
 
What would you like to see FoSA achieve this year, and in general? 
I think that the most important mission of an organisation like FoSA is to generate positive interest 
in South Africa among Austrians. South Africa has so much to offer, and has the potential to 
continuously develop in a remarkable way. It needs, and deserves, the positive attention of the rest 
of the world. FoSA can, and should, contribute toward this. I think we have already done quite well 
and hope we can become even more efficient in this respect in 2004. My motto has always been, 
„the best way to ‘fight’ the negative is simply to do more of the positive“. 
I also hope that we will be able to support an increased number of worthwhile projects and 
individuals in South Africa. And last - naturally - that our web site finally becomes the energy centre 
it could be (due to many smaller and bigger misunderstandings and mishaps the site has been a 
really difficult birth).  
 
Do you have a personal message that you’d like to send to the FoSA members?  
Please, do all you possibly can, to help us achieve our goals! 
 

 
 
Name: Theresa Buchmann 
 
Nationality and country/place of birth: South African; born in  Krugersdorp, South Africa 
 
What brought you to Austria?  
It was due to my family that I came to Austria.  
 
What is your role in FoSA?  
I am a member of the Board and participate in the Fund Raising Working Group 
 
What would you like to see FoSA achieve this year, and in general?  
FoSA should have an active participation of all its members. In general, it should contribute 
positively to the lives of fellow South Africans here and back in our country. 
 
Do you have a personal message that you’d like to send to the FoSA members?   
We need the support of every member in every respect to be successful as a body. 
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Name: Lydia Dyk 
 
Nationality and country/place of birth: Austrian / born in Cape Town 
 
What brought you to Austria? 
I am a souvenir (Editor: This sounds like romance to me, but you’d better ask Lydia yourselves!) 
 
What is your role in FoSA? 
I am the Treasurer, and member of the Board 
 
What would you like to see FoSA achieve this year, and in general? 
With help of the other FoSA members, I would like to make a success of our planned fundraising 
projects. 
 
Do you have a personal message that you'd like to send to the FoSA members? 
Be more active and join in! 
 

 
 
Name: Wilma KAPFER 
 
Nationality and country/place of birth: South African, Cape Town 
 
What brought you to Austria?  
Adventure, Adventure, Adventure.  I travelled to Europe in 1981 for four months and loved it. At the 
time I saw everything through rose-coloured glasses and thought I must come back and live 
“normally”.  I returned two years later, took off the coloured spectacles (did you notice the frame on 
my glasses?) and have lived here ever since. I married a charming Austrian man – who is still as 
charming as at day one - in 1992. Two years later we were blessed with a lovely daughter. 
 
What is your role in FoSA? 
I am a Board member. 
 
What would you like to see FoSA achieve this year, and in general? 
I would dearly like to see us assist more young people in South Africa, to further their education. 
Not only higher education should be looked at. We should start at grassroots level. 
 
Do you have a personal message that you’d like to send to the FoSA members? 
Based on the fact that we should not overlook the grassroots level, I would love to see more 
people becoming active in FOSA. In so doing, we can reach out and help even more. Being a 
Friend of South Africa (FOSA), you can be a Friend in deed when someone else is in need. 
Thank you. 
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Name: My name fits perfectly against an Austrian backdrop -  Catharina Elizabetha Loader. My 
nickname is, unfortunately, not Sissy but Rina. My husband told me that it can mean ‘shout for joy’ 
or ‘war cry’ in Hebrew. I try to identify more with the less violent interpretation. 
 
Nationality and country/place of birth: I am a South African, born in Krugersdorp and grew up in 
Pretoria, Gauteng.  
 
What brought you to Austria?  
I followed my husband, as I had promised to do 33 years ago. 
 
What is your role in FoSA? 
Due to my interest in South African literature and the years of being a teacher in communication 
and child drama in South Africa, I am naturally interested in promoting cultural events in FoSA. I 
also support the Educational Programme wholeheartedly. I see this project as an important way to 
improve the living standards of individual South Africans, in a country grappling with so many 
problems. 
 
What would you like to see FoSA achieve this year, and in general?  
I would really like to see FoSA establish a workable, formal, administrative and communicative 
mechanism and to enhance good communication between its members. 
 
Do you have a personal message that you’d like to send to the FoSA members?  
In the words of George Eliot (1819 – 1889): “What do we live for, if it is not to make life less difficult 
for each other?” Appropriate, I think, for the sentiments that form the basis of the activities of FoSA. 

 
Name: Rebecca Meister 
 
Nationality and country/place of birth: Austrian, born in Vienna 
 
What sparked your interest in South Africa? 
Stories from friends, who have been there; people from South Africa, who gave a good picture of 
the warm and friendly atmosphere; books about SA and also books from SA authors. In the 
meantime I have developed a deep love for this country and hope to be able to go there soon. 
 
What is your role in FoSA?  
Board member (secretary) and Chairperson of the Cultural Working Group 
 
What would you like to see FoSA achieve this year, and in general? 
More events for our members – which would also mean, more money for our projects  
(e.g. Education Aid Programm, Blauwskoop School Project) 
 
Do you have a personal message that you’d like to send to the FoSA members? 
PLEASE – be more active by participating in our different working groups, thereby helping us to 
reach our goals !!! Please give us more feedback so that we’ll know if you’re happy with our work. 
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Name: Marie-Louise Weissenböck 
 
Nationality and country/place of birth: South African, as well as Dutch. I was born in Pretoria, South 
Africa 
 
What brought you to Austria?  
I was awarded a Scholarship to study the Piano at the University of Music, Vienna. 

 
What is your role in FoSA?   
I am Vice-President on the Board of FoSA. 
 
What would you like to see FoSA achieve this year, and in general? 
I wish to see more members attending our events, taking part actively in the Working Groups and 
therewith supporting the charitable and cultural initiatives in South Africa. 
 
Do you have a personal message that you’d like to send to the FoSA members? 
May FoSA grow into a Society which can inspire its members to be active, to help initiatives in 
South Africa, to come up with new ideas, to help build bridges between Austrians and South 
Africans and to enjoy being part of it. 
 
Note from the editors: You have the opportunity to hear FoSA's President, Robert Brooks in 
concert on March 8, 19h30, at the Stadtinitiative Wien in Palais Eschenbach 
(Eschenbachgasse 11, 1010 Wien). Tickets: 505 63 56 e-mail: tickets@jeunesse.at 

 
 

2. TRIP TO VENICE 

We have a number of tickets available for the FoSA trip to Venice. Due to a technical 
misunderstanding however, the price per ticket is higher than that quoted in our last Newsletter.  
The costs of the tickets are €78 (return ticket) for a place in a sleeper cabin, and €58 for a seat on 
the standard coach. (This is still a lot cheaper than the usual Euro 140 for a return ticket.) Our 
departure date is 19 March, arriving in Venice the next morning. Then departing in Venice, evening 
of the 20 March, and arriving in Vienna the next morning. 
 
To reserve your ticket(s), simply send an e-mail to Wilma Kapfer (FoSA Board) at 
w.kapfer@unido.org or call her at (+43-1) 26026-4848.  
 

3. SA EVENING AT THE “FLORIDITA” 

Please see the attached flyer. 
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4. CURRY AND BEER EVENING 

Please see the attached flyer. 
 
 

5. KAT AND THE KING 

The Ultimate 50's Musical, by David Kramer & Taliep Petersen 
 
The story is set in Cape Towns' District Six, which was a multi-racial, multi-cultural, residential 
area. It was destroyed by the apartheid regime, when in 1966, P.W. Botha declared the area "for 
whites only" under the infamous Group Areas Act. Everyone living there was forced to move out. 
As houses were vacated, they were then bulldozed as part of a slum clearance scheme. “Kat and 
the Kings” is the story of Kat Diamond and his harmony group "The Cavalla Kings". Five young 
coloured singers form a harmony group, fulfilling their dreams of fame for a short moment, against 
the backdrop of apartheid. 
 
"This music is about being young, alive, bursting with energy and wanting to taste all the world has 
to offer. We should not only sing and dance, but we should enjoy every moment of it, and share 
that pleasure with the audience". 
(David Kramer: Author and Director) 
 
It’s showing from 19 March - 8 May 2004 at Vienna's English Theatre. Ticket sales start as of 16 
February 2004. Ticket prices range from EUR 35,50 to EUR 13,50. (20% off all tickets for groups of 
10 or more people).  
 

A MESSAGE FROM CHRIS BAYNE 

Dear readers and friends, 
During the past year, I’ve worked behind the scenes, with the FoSA Board members to help raise 
the profile (and polish the profile) of the Society. It’s been a wonderful and thrilling time. After a 
long period of deliberation though, I have decided to give FoSA a break for a while, and focus on 
another area that is close to my heart: HIV/AIDS in South Africa. For the next year, that’s where my 
energies will be aimed. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your support and for 
your comments. A LOT more feedback is necessary though, so please do let the Board know what 
you think and what you want. And they need help, so if anyone would like to take over where I’ve 
left off, or assist in any way, please let Robert, Marie-Louise or Rebecca know. Oh, and please 
don’t forget to pay your membership fees. The funds are desperately needed. Thank you.   
 
 
 

Editors:  Christopher Bayne and Rebecca Meister 



The FoSA Fundraising Group invites you to our:

Where: Floridita, Johannesgasse 3 (off Kärntnerstrasse)

When: Tuesday, 6th April 2004

Time: 19:00 hrs

Entry fee: 10 EUR (including welcome drink)

Come and share with us an African evening with a live band, "insingizi"

(www.insingizi.net),  a dance performance by the Floridita Ensemble

(www.floridita.at), a tombola with super prizes to be won and of course, delicious

South African food.

The fundraising is for the Blaauwskop Primary School in Upington, South Africa.

FoSA is going to assist in building a new sanitary block since the present facilities are

substandard. If more money is raised than needed, the rest will go towards our

Education Programme.

Dear FoSA members:

1. Please come, and bring your friends!

2. We need more sponsors. Can you help?

We need members to help with the sale of tickets (preferably to take a couple of

tickets and sell them to their friends etc.) Remember, buying a ticket means donating

to a charitable cause. You can still buy a ticket even if you don't attend the event!

Please contact Peter Pulk  01 - 893 40 28 or Lydia Dyk 02846 - 370



We are happy to invite you to our next event and hope that this one will be as successful as
our South African evening in September last year !

CCUURRRRYY    AANNDD    BBEEEERR    EEVVEENNIINNGG

Delicious South African food will be served, washed down with good Austrian Beer.

The buffet consists of:

AAUUSSTTRRIIAANN  SSTTAARRTTEERR

33  DDIIFFFFEERREENNTT  SSOOUUTTHH  AAFFRRIICCAANN  CCUURRRRIIEESS

22  KKIINNDD  OOFF  RRIICCEE

SSEEVVEERRAALL  SSAAMMBBAALLSS  ((ttoo  mmaakkee  iitt  HHOOTT......))
AA  CCHHOOIICCEE  OOFF  AAUUSSTTRRIIAANN  AANNDD  SSOOUUTTHH  AAFFRRIICCAANN  DDEESSSSEERRTTSS

Date:

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY,,  1188TTHH  MMAARRCCHH  22000044  //  1188::0000  HHRRSS

Location:

SSAALLMMBBRRÄÄUU

11003300  WWIIEENN,,  RREENNNNWWEEGG  88
((WWAALLKKIINNGG  DDIISSTTAANNCCEE  FFRROOMM  SSCCHHWWAARRZZEENNBBEERRGGPPLLAATTZZ))

Please register here:

RREEBBEECCCCAA  MMEEIISSTTEERR  //  MMOOBBIILLEE  00667766--993333  99226622    OORR    992200  9966  3322

((pplleeaassee  ccaallll  aafftteerr  1188::0000  hhrrss  !!))

DDEEAADDLLIINNEE::        FFRRIIDDAAYY  1122TTHH  MMAARRCCHH  22000044

Price:

EEUURR  1188,,0000  FFOORR  TTHHEE  BBUUFFFFEETT  ((BBEEVVEERRAAGGEESS  AARREE  EEXXTTRRAA))

WWEE  LLOOOOKK  FFOORRWWAARRDD  TTOO  SSEEEEIINNGG  YYOOUU  TTHHEERREE  !!!!!!


