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NEWSLETTER NO. 9 – SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2003 

Dear members and friends, 
 
We hope that you have all enjoyed your summer, if you were in Europe, (or your winter, if you were 
in South Africa!) The last two months for FoSA have been rather active, so with no further ado let’s 
go straight to our first topic: 

1. SOUTH AFRICAN EVENING AND WINE TASTING 

The South African evening at Hotel Stefanie was a big success ! Everything went well, the food 
was excellent and everybody enjoyed the wonderful South African wines. The success is largely 
attributable to the excellent cooperation between 
Hotel Stefanie, the Zabransky family and the South 
African Embassy. Thanks to Ms. Steflovic from the 
embassy who was so kind to (wo)man the reception 
desk on this evening. Thanks too, to all the people 
who helped to make this evening such a successful 
and enjoyable event. The photograph (right) was 
taken at the buffet. 
Many people have requested Rebecca, the FoSA 
secretary, to do something like this again and it 
seems she has something in mind already..... See 
Forthcoming Events in this newsletter. 

2. FOSA INFO EVENING AT “FLORIDITA” 

Peter and Magda Pulk (Peter being chairman of the 
Fundraising Working Group) arranged a FoSA 
information corner on 1 October, at „Floridita“, The 
Vienna Dance Bar, which they decorated with 
promotional material. (Thanks go to the SA 
Embassy for that material.) The event was initiated 
by Peter and Magda’s daughter, Katharina, who 
won the Salsa competion at the Floridita last year. 
Lydia Dyk, (from the FoSA Board) made a short 
speech and presented FoSA and its aims. Lydia 
was very warmly welcomed by the applauding 
guests. „This was a wonderful experience for me, to 
see people respond so positively“ she says.  
For more pictures, visit www.floridita.at  

 
 (from right to left) H.E.Prof. Moleah and spouse Thabisile Moleah, Ms. E. Immervoll, Ms. M.-L.
                                                                                                                                  Weissenböck

 
  (from left to right) Katharina Pulk, Peter and Magda Pulk 
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3. GUMBOOTS 

Rebecca Meister attended the very first showing of GUMBOOTS in Vienna. It seems she was 
wooed as much as all the audiences, worldwide, before her. Although this was more than three 
weeks ago, Rebecca says: „I can feel the rhythm in me, as if it has been yesterday! These guys 
spread such a wonderful positive energy throughout the Museums Quartier, which you can feel 
from the first minute they enter the stage. I could not stay on my seat, I had to move!“ 
 
So, for those of you who haven’t seen them yet, go and get your ticket, as you’re running out of 
time! Performances are at the Museumsquartier/Halle E daily, only until 1 November.  
Call telephone no. 96 0 96 for tickets. 

4. GETTING TO KNOW OUR MEMBERS 

In the last newsletter, we mentioned that we intend to include a member questionnaire/survey in 
this issue. You will find your copy at the end of this newsletter. We’ve created a tick-the-box format, 
so it should be quick for you to complete. Please do take a moment to fill it out. This is your 
opportunity to let us know what you think and what you want from FoSA. Your feedback is 
important to us. It’s not only infinitely valuable, but it will also enable us to improve our services 
and tailor our projects more in line with what you, the members, have in mind. You can post the 
completed survey to FoSA, c/o Rebecca Meister, Grosse Neugasse 31/9, 1040 Wien, or fax it to 
(+43-1) 21346-4848. 

5. MEMBERSHIP FEE FOR 2003 

There are still 82 friends who have not yet paid their membership fees. These friends should 
contact our secretary, Rebecca Meister, (0676-933 9262 or rebeccameister@gmx.at) if they need 
further details, etc. A fair portion of the FoSA membership fee is donated to the Scholarship 
Programme. Your fees will help young people achieve a better education in South Africa. Kindly 
settle outstanding payments. 
 

6. NOBEL LITERATURE PRIZE, 2003 

We are all very proud that a fellow South African, J. M. COETZEE (b. 1940), has received the 
Nobel Prize for Literaure, on 3 October 2003. He is the author of several novels, including 
Dusklands ( 1974 ), Waiting for the Barbarians ( 1980 ) and The Master of Petersburg ( 1994 ) inter 
alia. His new novel is entitled Elizabeth Costello. He is also author of many nonfiction publications 
and has been recognized with many prizes besides the Nobel prize. He is said to have a strong 
influence on a  generation of young SA writers, including Mike Nicol and Zakes Mda. The Nobel 
ceremony will take place on 10 December 2003, but it is not yet clear if JM Coetzee will attend.  
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7. FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

SA Film lecture evening and art exhibition 
Does the topic „The Influence of the new South Africa on South African films“ sound interesting? 
Interested in modern works of art by a South African artist? If so, then join us on 20 November, at 
the Institute for African Studies. Rina Loader, (FoSA Board) has this to say about the guest 
lecturer: „Dr Edwin Hees is presently a guest professor at the Institute for English and American 
Studies in Salzburg. In South Africa, he is senior lecturer at the Department of English at the 
University of Stellenbosch. On a regular basis he teaches film and South African drama courses in 
the Drama Department at that university. Film studies is one of his major fields of reseach. It is in 
this capacity that he is visiting FoSA to discuss interesting developments in South African film in 
recent years. He will demonstrate his views with extracts from various films.“ 
An exhibition of selected paintings by Christopher Bayne, a South African artist living in Vienna, will 
be on display. Christopher is donating 20 percent of the sale of all artworks to FoSA. 
Drinks and snacks will be served. Entrance is free.  
Your invitation and programme for this event is attached in this newsletter.  
We look forward to seeing you all there! 
If you’re prepared to help Rina with the snacks, please call her on (+43-1) 710-4265. 
 
Curry Evening 
A Curry-and-Beer evening is planned. This means 3 to 4 different curries (normal, hot, hotter, fire) 
to be washed down with Austrian beer. It will take place in February or March 2004. As soon as we 
have more details, we will let you know! 
 
Trip to Venice 
A trip to Venice is being planned for the beginning of 2004, by Lydia and Wilma. More details to 
follow in the next newsletter. 
 
Ten Years of Democracy in South Africa 
Next year South Africa will celebrate its 10-year anniversary of democratic rule. Many festivals and 
events will take place around the world. If you have any ideas for events that you think we can 
launch in Vienna, please contact Rebecca. Every idea is helpful, not matter how small or how 
extravagant. We look forward to hearing from you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editors:  Christopher Bayne and Rebecca Meister 



You are cordially invited to a film-lecture evening 
 

 Nation and Narration in Recent South African 
Film 

  
Initiative by the 

Friends of South Africa (FoSA) 
and the Institute for African Studies 

 
in the framework of FoSA projects to promote 

South African culture in Austria 
 

Patron: Professor A.T. Moleah  -  Ambassador of South Africa in Austria 
  

Exhibition of paintings by the South African artist, Christopher Bayne 
 

Programme 
 

All are welcome, entrance is free 
 
 

Date:    Thursday 20 November 2003 
Time:   18:00 
Venue: Institut für Afrikanistik der Universität Wien,  
             Seminarraum 1, UniCampus – AKH, Spitalgasse 2-4, Hof 5, 1090 Vienna  
             (first floor down the corridor on the right) 
 
18:00  Word of welcome: Prof. Dr. Norbert Cyffer (African Studies) 
18:15  Opening: Professor  A.T. Moleah (Ambassador of South Africa in Austria) 

18:30  Introduction of Christopher Bayne by Marie-Louise Weissenböck  
(Vice-president of FoSA) 

18:45 
Dr. Edwin Hees (University of Stellenbosch, South Africa) 
Lecture/demonstration: Nation and Narrative in Recent South African Film 
Introduction: Rina Loader (FoSA) 

    
Afterwards you are invited to join us for a glass of South African wine and snacks  

   
 

For more information: 
Friends of South Africa: catharina.e.loader@univie.ac.at 
Institute for African Studies: anna.gottschligg-ogidan@univie.ac.at 
 
Sponsors 
Dekanat der Geistes- und Kulturwissenschaftlichen Fakultät der Universität Wien (lecture) 
Institut für Afrikanistik der Universität Wien (venue) 
Austrian-South African Society “Friends of South Africa” (snacks) 
Südafrikanische Botschaft Wien (wine) 



 

Member Survey 
 I. About FoSA 
 

 

1. How satisfied are you with FoSA overall? 

 ❐ Very satisfied 

 ❐ Satisfied 

 ❐ Somewhat satisfied 

 ❐ Dissatisfied 

 ❐ Very dissatisfied 

 

2. How satisfied are you with the FoSA Newsletter? 

 ❐ Very satisfied 

 ❐ Satisfied 

 ❐ Somewhat satisfied 

 ❐ Dissatisfied 

 ❐ Very dissatisfied 

 

3. How sure are you that FoSA will keep you well informed about South African 
activities in Austria? 

 ❐ Very sure 

 ❐ Sure 

 ❐ Somewhat sure 

 ❐ Not sure 

 

4. Please indicate how you would describe the FoSA Newsletter (You may mark 
more than one box): 

 ❐ Interesting 

 ❐ Concise 

 ❐ Timely 

 ❐ Informative 

 ❐ Enjoyable to read 

 ❐ Containing practical information 

 ❐ Boring 

 ❐ Too short 

 ❐ Other (please state below) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 



5. What would you like to see more of from FoSA? 

 ❐ More social events 

 ❐ More cultural events 

 ❐ More information about South Africa 

 ❐ More information about Austria 

 ❐ Other (please state below) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

6. How well do you think FoSA compares to other groups/societies of which you 
may be a member? 

 ❐ Compares well 

❐ Does not compare well 

 ❐ Other (please state below) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

7. Have you visited the FoSA website? 

 ❐ No 

 ❐ Yes 

  If yes, how often? …………. 

 

8. If you are not from South Africa, have you actually visited South Africa? 

 ❐ Yes 

 ❐ No 

  If yes, how often? …………. 

 

9. To date, FoSA has held a monthly social gathering. Have you ever attended one of 
these events? 

 ❐ Yes 

 ❐ No 

 

10. We intend to change the social gathering from a monthly event to a quarterly event. 
Would you approve of this change? 

 ❐ Yes 

 ❐ No 



 

 

II.  About yourself 
 

Name: 

Gender:    ❐ Male   ❐ Female 

Age group: ❐  20-30  ❐  31-40  ❐  41-50  ❐  51-60  ❐  61-70  ❐  over 70 

Present nationality: …………………………………………….. 

Nationality at birth: …………………………………………….. 

Do you have any children?  ❐ Yes ❐ No 

 If so, how many? 

Occupation: 

Do you have a computer at home? ❐ Yes ❐ No 

Would you like to receive the Newsletter electronically, by e-mail, rather than receive a 
hardcopy by post?  ❐ Yes ❐ No 

What is your e-mail address? (Please write clearly) 

 …………………………………………………………………………… 

 Would you like to become more active regarding FoSA? ❐ Yes ❐ No 

 If so, in which fields would you like to become involved? 

 ❐ Cultural Affairs 

 ❐ Website Activities 

 ❐ Fundraising 

 ❐ Social Events 

 ❐ Charitable Events 

 ❐ Other (please state below) 

 ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

Please post the completed survey to FoSA, c/o Rebecca Meister, Grosse Neugasse 
31/9, 1040 Wien, or fax it to (+43-1) 21346-4848.  
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR FEEDBACK ! 


