
Newsletter No.12 - July/August 2004

Dear members and friends,

The last newsletter opened with the words "Spring is in the air!". We wish we could say the same thing about the summer. Nothing
like the 320 sun-filled days per year back home, is it? But at least the beauty of the Austrian countryside makes up for it. 
You may have been wondering why the newsletter has been a little quiet lately. Well, the Newsletter is released bi-monthly and when
an Annual General Meeting (AGM) is held, the Newsletter is forfeited. Our AGM was held in June, so therefore no Newsletter was
released for May/June. So, with the AGM on the tip of our tongues, here we go:

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Annual General Meeting took place on 2 June 2004, at Bach Hengl, in the 19th District in Vienna. For those of you who were
not able to attend, check out the photos:

Friends of South Africa
The Austrian - South African Society

Top: Ivan Smit explaining ins and outs of the website
Top left: FoSA members and visitors from South Africa, Rodney and
Francis Tucker
Bottom left: Lisa Dyk, all the way from Raabs, sharing some ideas
Top right: Chris Weissenböck viewing our visitors´ book
Bottom right: A job well done, so it’s time to relax



Our president, Robert Brooks, was
unable to attend the AGM. He was

represented by our vice-president, Marie-
Louise Weissenboeck. Her speech follows: 

Dear friends of South Africa!

In FoSA’s second year, some truly
remarkable projects were realized, thanks
to the initiative of our most active
individuals.

First of all, the Newsletter was upgraded
with a Logo, colour print and addition of
photos. A FoSA flyer was also launched.

We had some very interesting and
informative events: 

In May 2003, a lecture about the SA
writer and poet Breyten  Breytenbach was
held at the Department of Afrikanistik of
the University of Vienna, by Prof. Heilna du
Plooy from Potchefstroom. 

In November 2003, a South African Film
Lecture Evening and Art Exhibition took
place. FoSA hosted the lecturer, Dr. Edwin
Hees, in cooperation with the Departments
of African Studies and Nederlandistik of the
University of Vienna. The art exhibition was
organized by our administrator and artist,
Chris Bayne. Chris also donated 20% of the
revenues of pictures sold to the Student
Aid Project.

Further Fundraising Events were a South
African Evening and Wine Tasting at Hotel
Stefanie in September 2003, where we
enjoyed a wonderful SA buffet and tasted
some excellent SA wines.

In April this year, the first big
Fundraising Evening at the Floridita was a
great success and generated an amount of
approximately 2000 Euro. About 200
people attended, 2 bands played and the
tombola at the end of the evening created
a wonderful atmosphere.

We also had quite a number of social
events, bringing us all together. Apart from
the Heurigen evenings, there was a Fun
Run in the Donaupark in June 2003, a
Curry and Beer evening, with excellent
curries at the Salm Bräu in March 2004 and
in that same month a trip to Venice.

In January 2004 FoSA’s first Study Grant
was awarded to a young 18- year old, first-
year B.Comm.( Accountancy) student, Mr.
Alec Nyokong. (All three members of the
Educational Committee were present at
the AGM- Prof. J.Loader, Mr. A. Fraueneder
and Mr. H. Weissenböck- and Marie- Louise
thanked them for their enormous input)

In May this year FoSA was very active in
marketing the African Epic Oratorio
UShaka, which took place at the Vienna
Musikverein as part of the events
celebrating 10 years of democracy in SA.

We have planned some further events to
take place this year: 

An evening with SA writers (A.Brink, D.
Hirson a.o.), in cooperation with the
Universities of Salzburg and Vienna,
envisaged to take place in December

A concert with the famous SA singer
Johan Botha. 

The Cultural Working Group (CWG) is
considering another South African evening
with SA food and wine and the Fundraising
Working Group (FWG) is planning more
fundraising events as well.

This brings me to a question that has
been raised some time ago, and which has
not been decided on yet.

Members of the FWG and the FWG’s
chairman, Mr. P. Pulk, who unfortunately
resigned in April this year, have proposed
to merge the two Working Groups into
one. This has been discussed by the FoSA
Board, who will arrange a meeting with all
the members of both Working Groups after
the summer break, in order to discuss the
matter and find a solution.

Our next AGM will be earlier in the year,
that is in February 2005.

I hope that our website will be used
actively by our members, acting as a Bush
Drum and a hive of information. Our
webmaster, Ivan Smit, will keep the site
updated and our website coordinator, Rina
Loader, will assist him. If you have any
contributions to the website, please submit
them to Rina.

We’ve distributed the work more evenly
amongst the members of the Board and
therefore some new responsibilities were
created. Our new FoSA Focal Point will be
Wilma Kapfer. She will accept all queries
from the constituents and potential



members, forwarding them to the relevant
Board members, chairpersons etc.
wherever necessary. She will also handle
the membership forms. So, if you have any
questions- Wilma is the right person to
contact. If you cannot reach her
electronically, you can phone her or send
her snailmail. Her contact details are at the
bottom of every page in the Newsletter.
(Ed. Correction. With the new format, her
details are at the end of every Newsletter.)

Terry Buchmann has been appointed
Event Manager, responsible for planning a
yearly programme of events for FoSA,
together with the Board and the members.

Lydia Dyk is our treasurer and I would
now like to ask her to present the report on
the accounts of 2003!

Thank you !”

Please note that the minutes of the AGM
and the financial report of the Treasurer are
available as a seperate document in pdf
format.

FoSA Website
The FoSA Website is up and running,
thanks to our webmaster, Ivan Smit. (You
can see a picture of Ivan on the first page
of this Newsletter.)
If you have anything you would like to
contribute to the website, from cultural
information to recipes, please send us the
information. We’ll post it up on the site for
the other South Africans (and the world for
that matter) to enjoy. 

And since we’re on the topic of recipes,
how about trying out  these summer
delights, from Wilma.

Marinated Mushrooms
200g brown or button mushrooms
150ml French or Italian salad dressing
15ml chopped parsley
15ml chopped chives
15ml chopped fresh basil

Combine all ingredients and marinate for at least one hour.

Three Bean Salad
1 can Beans in tomato sauce
1 can Butter beans
100g fresh green beans, trimmed and blanched
2 cloves garlic, minced
½ red pepper diced

Dressing
3ml curry powder 5ml sugar 15ml lemon juice
3ml hot mustard 30ml white vinegar salt and pepper

Drain the beans, reserving sauce from the beans in tomato sauce.  Combine all
ingredients and toss to mix.  Combine reserves sauce from the beans with the
ingredients for the dressing, add to the beans, tossing to mix.  Chill well.

Now for the ICED KIR to make your guests feel ‘lekker’

ICED KIR
125ml Crème de Cassis
2lit red berry juice
4 springs mint
fresh berries
lemon slices
a few pineapple chunks
1 bottle of chilled champagne  (sekt)
lots of ice cubes to serve

Combine crème de cassis, berry juice, mint, fresh berries, lemon slices and  pineapple
chunks.  Chill for at least 12 hours.
To serve, place mixture in a large jug or bowl with ice cubes.  Add the chilled champagne
and serve immediately.  (For extra appeal you could freeze the berries, mint leaves,
pineapple in ice cubes to serve with the Kir.



Membership Payments
The membership fees are due within 8
weeks after the AGM. This means that
members should pay their fees for 2004 by
the end of July 2004.
The fees are as follows:
Single: Euro 40-
Partner: Euro 70-
Extraordinary member: Euro 100-  
Please note that if you have not paid
your fee for 2004, you will NOT
receive another newsletter from
FoSA and you will be removed from
our mailing list. If you are unable to pay
your fee for whichever reason, please
inform the FoSA Focal Point (Wilma
Kapfer). Wilma’s contact details are at the
end of this page. FoSA’s bank details can
also be found at the end of this page.

Bring and Braai
This Saterday (17 July 2004)!!!
A FoSA bring and braai" at Lydia’s place in
Raabs an der Thaya, in the Waldviertel.

Date: Saturday, 17th of July 2004
Time:  13:00

Please give Lydia a ring at: 0664 5779919
to let her know if you intend to come.

How to get there: 
By car - A22 to Praha - turn off at Stockerau
following Horn - B4 - in Horn pass two sets
of lights and at the circle to Irnfritz and
then Raabs approx. 1,5 hour drive.
Once you arrive in Raabs, just carry on pass
the castle, cross the bridge and turn
immediately to the right on the
Hauptplatz, carry on pass the Hotel Thaya,
Postamt and three houses further you will

get to the Dyk-Mühle on the right-hand
side. Lot of parking available.

By train:  11.10 from Heiligenstadt (train to
Gmünd) get off at Irnfritz
at 12:34 - shuttle will be waiting for you
(last train back at 19:27)

This Saterday is a “Drachenboot”-race on
the Thaya. Lydia’s property fringes onto
the Thaya river and she says “the boats
turn around at the bottom of my garden”.

(Ed. I had no idea what a ‘Drachenboot’ was,
so Lydia sent me the picture above.)

The FoSA Board hopes to see you at the
“Bring and Braai” and wishes you all the
best for a wonderful summer break!

A picture from home: Sunrise on the beach

How to contact FoSA:

FoSA Friends of South Africa
c/o Wilma Kapfer
Scheunengasse 7
2112 Würnitz

www.fosa.at

Bank Austria Creditanstalt
Account No. 509 009 85801
BLZ 12000


