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DEAR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 
2012 is coming to an end. Tomorrow it is 
Christmas! … many of us are in the midst of 
last minute preparations – maybe getting a 
forgotten present or menu item. Some of us 
are celebrating at home with family and 
friends or having loved ones visiting or visiting 
friends somewhere else. 
 
Well, where ever you are the FoSA team 

wish you and your family a peaceful and 

relaxing festive season and a happy 2013! 

 
A BIG THANK YOU to all paid-up members and 
friends who consistently supported FoSA in 
2012. 
 
Some highlights during the last half of the 
year 
 

In June we had the annual South African 

Braai at the Rugby Club Schönbrunn. It rained 
the morning! But the gods must have known 
how much we were all looking forward to a 
Braai because by the time the first guests 
arrived the sun was shining and for the rest of 

the day we had the most beautiful summer 
weather.  

This year we celebrated together with the 
South African Embassy Nelson Mandela Day at 
the Braai. We invited families that have 
adopted South African children (Eltern fur 
Kindern), as well as a number of families from 
the SOS Children’s village, to come and have 
fun with us.  

There was an art-contest for the kids about 
Mandela and what he stands for - the goal was 
to impart some of the timeless values that 
madiba embodies. 

 
It was a really GOOD Braai. A BIG thank you 
to all the members, guests and friends who 
came along to support the FoSA braai! 



Annual FoSA Charity Golf Day.  
We had another fantastic and very successful 
Golf Day at Hainburg Golf course on the 8th of 
September! Dinner was a sumptuous and 
delicious “braai” with all the extras and 
trimmings prepared according to South African 
recipes. The food was magnificent!  
 

 
 
The weather was everything a golf player 
could want. The players were spoiled with a 
glass of bubbly at the 18th hole sponsored by 
Pointers. A BIG thank you to Greg Arlow!  
 

Great prizes were collected which were all 
kindly donated by our sponsors: GC Hainburg, 

Capespan, SORO, Karl Machacek, Golftech, SA 
Embassy, Raiffeisen Bank, Carlien 
Doevendans, Casinos Austria, BOBBY'S 
Foodstore, Friseurenstudio Gabriela, 
Karosserie & Lackiercenter GMBH - Manfred 
Andert, Birgit Braunstein, Weingut Schaller 
and LOB iC GesmbH.  

 
Tony Perez supplied the music which was 
enjoyed by all. We were also supported by non 
FoSA members, Hainburg GC members who 
thoroughly enjoyed the day and evening.  
 
 
Thank you to our players and sponsors and we 
hope to see you all again next year! 
 
All funds go to the home Oeboentoe in 
Pretoria. 
 
 

 
 

 

Johan Botha is Blue-Shield Ambassador 
  

Karl Habsburg-Lothringen and Ursula Stenzel 
conferred the title Blue Shield Ambassador on 
Johan Botha, FoSA Patron, on June 15, 2012. 
Ioan Holender gave the laudatory speech in 
the Teesalon of the Vienna State Opera.  
 
Kammersänger Johan Botha has always been 
interested in cultural herigate and the 
conservation thereof. Johan has always been 
inter-ested in the history of clothing and 
weapons—how it was worn and how it was 
fought with. 
 

 
 

http://www.blueshield.at/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



DME/DMA – Charity concert on 25 

November 2012 in Vienna, in the 

Salvatorsaal 
 
„Music knows no barriers!“ 
 
This was the motto for a charity concert held 
on 25.November in the baroque concert hall of 
the Mariahilf rectory in Vienna in support of 
socially disadvantaged youth in the West Cape 
region of South Africa. 

 

 
 
Over 100 invited guests of the South African 
Embassy, the Austrian-South African Club 
(ÖSAC), the society Friends of South Africa 
(FoSA) and friends of the organizing 
committee, under the direction of retired 
Colonel Wolf-Dietrich Tesar from 
Klosterneuburg, enjoyed an interesting 
mixture of classical piano music, African vocals 
and song texts from Austria. Andreas Kern, a 
well-known German pianist with South African 
roots, the group MozuluArt – with three 
singers from Zimbabwe, under the direction of 
the Viennese musician Roland Guggenbichler 

and the multi-talent Erika Pluhar, let the 
audience forget borders, barriers and social 
problems for a while, and rewarded this 
perfect symbiosis with enthusiastic applause. 
 

The pre-Christmas atmosphere, music at its 
best, samples of South African dishes 
accompanied by wines from the wine region of 
Darling, all catered for a generous atmosphere 
for donations. Ultimately, the tombola and 
auction, contributions totalling almost €3,000 
were received. 
 
As the organizational costs for this event were 
covered by financial support given by the 
company DB Schenker, the Wein- und 
Sektkellerei Schlumberger and the 
Brotherhood St. Christoph am Arlberg, as well 
as by the exceptional commitment by the 
South African Embassy, Mr. Alfred Legner can 
take these contributions directly back to South 
Africa and thus ensure the financial support 
needed for the DME/DMA Project in 2013. 
 
This cultural and social project, structured as a 
non-profit association, was started by Mr. 
Legner in 2005 together with a small group of 
helpers, in Darling, a small town 100 km north 
of Cape Town, in the midst of the beautiful 
Cape wine region. Its main aims are the 
promotion of music as a cultural common 
property, social commitment especially for the 
future of the youth of a region that know 
about the affluence in rich countries only by 
hearsay. 
 
Inspired by the Venezuelan project „El 
Sistema“, where in an impressive manner it 
was possible to take classical music out of the 
ivory tower of the cultural elite into social 
reality, and after a workshop with members of 
the Simon Bolivar Youth Orchestra from 

Caracas together with children from Darling, 
the Darling Music for All initiative (DMA) was 
launched in February 2011. The first three 
violins were then formally handed over to 
three coloured children of Darling, with the 
undertaking to take care of their musical 
education. 

 
By the way, during the charity concert on 25 
November in Vienna, a wonderful violin, 
specially produced for the DMA project by a 
well-known German violin maker currently 
working in Austria, was handed over to Mr. 
Legner. 
 

The next series of DME concerts will be held in 
Darling in the period 8-17 February 2013 
under the motto „Mostly Mozart in Darling“. 
 

A particular highlight will be performances of a 
specially adapted version of the opera Don 
Giovanni – without splendid staging, but 
tailored to life in South Africa. And, inspired by 
the success of the charity concert in Vienna, 
the organization team are planning for more: if 
this opera is a success, it could well be 
performed in Austria sometime in the near 
future. 



 
 

FoSA’s 10 Anniversary 

 

FoSA has an interesting and colourful history 
since its humble beginnings back in 2002 and 
we celebrated this important milestone in style 
on November 29, 2012. 
 

 
We are glad and honoured that most of the 
previous presidents joined us on the evening. 
Thank you for your support! A warm thank you 
goes to the members and friends for joining us 
in this celebration. Last but not least a special 
thank you goes to Brad Knowles for helping us 
to arrange the venue as well as for arranging 
and donating the wines for the evening. 
 
Here to the next 10 years! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

FINANCE MATTERS 
 

Thank you to all those FoSA members that 
have paid their 2012 Membership fees.  
 
Please remember that FoSA, being a non-
profit, project assisting society, depends 
heavily on the contributions and fees paid by 
its members and friends. Without this very 
important financial support it is often difficult 
to continue and certainly impossible to start 
any new projects. Please help us in our 
activities by paying your membership fees.   
 

The fee structure: 
 

Single fee:  € 25- 
Couple fee: € 45- 
Family fee: € 60- 
 

The membership period will be 12 months as 
from date of payment and the expiry date will 
appear on your membership card to ensure 
you qualify for the benefits from our ‘partners’. 
 

 

 
 

News among friends 

 

Congratulations to Bernadine Schneider on the 
completion of her Master Degree. 
 
One of our talented South African offspring 
performed in the children’s production “Last 
Xmas”. Alex Doevendans we are very proud of 
you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Events 

 

12th FoSA AGM 

 
Date:  21 March 2013 
 
Venue: 1040 Wien | Tilgnerstraße 3 
 
Time: 7pm 
 
If you have any points to be put on the 
Agenda please get into contact with us either 
via E-mail fosa@fosa.at or through any FoSA 
Board Member.  
 

 

 
 

 
Member Specials 

 

BOBBY'S Foodstore is offering a 5% in-store 
discount to all FoSA members upon showing 
their valid FoSA Membership Card. 

  
BOBBY'S Foodstore 
Schleifmühlgasse 8 

1040 Wien 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

!!THANK YOU!! 
 

The FoSA Board on its own could not have 
arranged the events that we have had during 
2012. Therefore we as the FoSA Board would 
like to say a special THANK YOU to the 
following members and friends: 
 
Magda Pulk 
Peter Pulk  
Victoria Lombard 
Len Doevendans 
Carlien Doevendans 
Marinda du Preez 
Jeremy Hammond 
Eva Schlögl 
Zarina Kocsi 
Valda Triegaart 
Brad Knowles 
Lydia Baben 
Imed Zabaar 
Karl Machacek 
Andree van Rooy 
Oscar van Rooy 
and last but not least the 
South African Embassy. 
 
Without your selfless help we would not have 
been able to do what we have done during 
2012! 
 
 

 
 

 

So Leute, das ist alles für heute. Wenn Sie 
Fragen, Anträge, Vorschläge oder irgendetwas 
haben, was Sie mit uns teilen möchten, bitte 
nur zu! fosa@fosa.at                                 

Alles Gute Ihr FoSA Vorstand 

 

All Friends of South Africa may submit texts, 
thoughts and ideas for the Newsletter. So, if 
you have anything which you would like 
published, or anything that you would like to 
share with the others, just send it to 
fosa@fosa.at 
 
All the best from your FoSA Board 
 
Please visit www.fosa.at to see upcoming 

events. 

 
 
 
 


