
 
Our 2nd Late Summer Braai 2006 
 
On 7 September 2006, the weather forecast predicted rain for the next day.  
And so on the 8th we woke up, holding our breath and lo and behold …… it 
rained the morning!  But the gods must have known how we all love a good 
Braai (barbeque) because by late afternoon we had the most beautiful summer 
weather and our Braai kicked off to a warm start.  This is the second year in a 
row we have been hosting this event in order to generate funds to support 
charities in South Africa – this year the charities are SOS Kinderdorf and 
HIVnegativ. 
 
Staff from the South African Embassy, members and friends of FoSA made an 
early start by preparing tables, setting up the entertainment area and grilling 
the meats in order to get ahead of the guests who already began arriving by 
5:00pm.  Of course early guests did not mind the two hour wait to the formal 
opening of the Braai since a glass of champagne, which they received at the 
entrance, made everyone’s mood even mellower.   
 
The evening’s entertainment kicked off to the sound of African drums beating 
away and the sound of true African music filled the air.  In the meantime, 
more and more guests arrived and one could literally feel the excitement and 
enjoyment in the air.  People started helping themselves to the delicious 
boerewors, chicken, lamb, salads, beautiful red and white wines and other 
goodies that were spread on the serving tables …… and in the background:  
the sound of African drums beating, beating away. Children were running 
around, screaming with laughter and fun, trying to outdo each other in 
hyperactivity.  Things simmered down a bit when we formally opened the 
event with the singing of the national anthem “Nkosi Sikelele” by Smiley  
Divinzenz.  Needless to say, she executed this piece of music beautifully as 
usual.  Then came the speech by the South African Ambassador, H.E. Mr. 
Leslie Gumbi, who emphasized the necessity of an organization like FoSA and 
who praised and encouraged stronger ties between FoSA and the South 
African Embassy.  In his speech he also pledged his support for the 
endeavours of FoSA.   FoSA’s own president, Mr. Werner Autz then made his 
speech in which he thanked everyone involved in the organization and 
execution of the 2nd Summer Braai and he too emphasized and praised the 
ties which exist between the South African Embassy and FoSA.  Both 
speeches were short and sweet but the Ambassador had warned us 
beforehand that he was not there to give lengthy speeches, no …., he was 
there to have a good time and this he and his family clearly did.  An Award 
“Certificate of Honorary Membership of Friends of South Africa” was handed 
over to the Ambassador at this point in time.   
 
 
The party really kicked off after this with Smiley entertaining the guests with a 
variety of songs ranging from the African tradition to contemporary hits of 
today.  Feet started itching and tapping to the beat of the music and soon 
people were seen getting up from their tables and doing a turn or two in the 
dance area.  Those who were not dancing could be seen nodding their heads 
to the beat of the music.  By this time, the grounds of the South African 
Embassy were packed with people clearly out to have a good time.  The mix of 



people from all ages, races, shapes and sizes was a delight to the eye of 
anyone who loves diversity.  With such an atmosphere it was not difficult for 
strangers to become friends and for friends to become even closer.  The 
entertainment of the evening continued with the Anderson brothers favoring 
the crowd with their playing of the bagpipes – they played these so beautifully 
that a hush fell over the crowd.  But it was not long before the hush ceased 
because Lee Hoffman stirred up the itchy feet again with his rendition of 
popular country music to the accompaniment of his guitar.  Those of us who 
have forgotten a lot of the songs he sang, like “Achy, breaky heart” sang along 
with loud voices.  He really worked miracles with his guitar – almost made his 
guitar speak!.... so to speak. Smiley entertained the crowd for the rest of the 
evening with popular African hits.  Yes, there were plenty amongst that 
evening who almost cried to hear the music of Mafikizolo and Miriam Makeba 
again.  Most of the guests were on the dance floor by this time and could be 
seen performing all sorts of dances and acrobatics.  One guest even 
entertained us with her performance of the famous African “pantsula” dance.  
Most of the crowd was fed (chock and block full) by now but there were those 
die-hards who could not resist going for one last piece of boerewors or one last 
piece of lamb, etc. 
 
 The music and dancing continued till late into the night and those of us who 
woke up with bloated stomachs and sore feet the next day could truly say:  It 
was for a worthy cause and besides that ….. it was deliciously good fun!!  
That’s why we will do it again next year.  You can therefore look forward with 
us to the 3rd Late Summer Braai!!!! See you then.  
 
Once again we would like to thank all our members, especially for bringing 
along all your friends and thereby offering them a “window” to our Society. 
Hopefully one of these friends will become a member of FoSA and though their 
contribution can make a small contribution to one of our projects. 
 
 


